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Dividing Perennials — When And How

s our gardens
come to life
this spring,

one of the necessary
tasks will be to divide
perennials.  Early
spring, when the
perennial foliage is
about 2-3 inches tall,

|
'u ﬂl"n" is the best time of the
year for dividing

most perennials. Cooler tempera-
tures and spring rains will help the
divisions get established and you
obtain an entire season of plant
growth and adequate root systems
before the next winter. Perennials
with fleshy roots, such as peony and

oriental poppy are not suitable for
spring division. September is the
best time to divide this type of
perennial. Bearded iris, which grow
from tubers are best divided in
August when the plant is dormant.

Signs that tell you your perennials
need dividing are 1) number of
flowers are reduced or smaller, 2)
stems and branches are growing all
tangled together, 3) the center of
the clump is dying out, 4) plant has
less vigor, b) perennial plant is flop-
ping over more than in its prime,
and 6) you want more plants or want
to share with a friend.

Lift plant from the ground using a
spade inserted about 1 foot away
from the clump. Use a sharp knife
or spade to cut clump into pieces
that have 2-5 healthy growth buds
each. Plant at the same soil depth as
that of the original plant. Cut off
any dead or damaged roots or
growth. This is a good time to add
compost or other organic matter.
Newly planted divisions need to be
kept moist and shaded. Do not fer-
tilize at this time, the roots could be
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burned. After a few weeks, the
plants would benefit from fertilizer
that is low in nitrogen but higher in
phosphorus (N-P-K) to encourage
root growth.

Olivette in Bloom is a non-profit
community volunteer organization
with a mission to promote the natu-
ral beauty and harmony in Olivette
by designing, planting, and main-
taining garden sites. OIB needs you
in our gardens. Check our web site
www.olivetteinbloom.org for work-
day dates and other volunteer possi-
bilities.




