Shade folerance She

commqnts‘

Light to medium

25-40' tall, -
15-30" wide

Best in dry sites: Fruits enclosed in a papery membrane resembling hops.
Native.

Light, medium,
or full

~20-30 tal
and wide

: Doesbeanmolstsibs. bt tolerates diier conditions. Can be difficult to
m\splamModemtalyslowgmwer Good yellow to orange-red fall color.

Light to medium

Light to medium

Light to medium  20-30' tall ngewlﬂabmclssinhrb buta-aweeksaﬂar flowering dogwood.
and wide Red fruits in late summer to early fafl. Reddish-purple fali foliage.
Generally good resistance to the dogwood anthracnose fungus. '
Lightto medium 20-40'tall  Early to leaf out in spring. Prickdy fruit covering opens to reveal chestnut
and wide brown *buckeyes.” Dropping fruits can be messy. Fall color yellow to orange.
Susceptible to leaf spot diseases. Leaf scorch common in hot, dry sites.
Pagoda dogwood, Light to medium 15—25'lall lntereehng”mdbm:dmgpaﬂemCmmywtﬂteﬂmrsinlalespdng
Servicebeny, Junebetry, Light to medium  15-25'tall, Chxstetsofwtileﬂmsneaﬂysprhgioﬂmvedbyedblebhebsmesh "
Amelanchier arborea, 10-20" wide mewﬂmmwwmmmam
A canadensis, A. laevis, S0iS, but tolerates dry sites. Difficult to déstinguish species unless in flower
A. x grandifiora or fruit. Yellow to red fall color.
Sourwood, Lily of the 25-30°tall, Long showy panicles of white flowers produced in early summer. Flowers

Light to medium

Fall foliage color red, yellow and purple. Does best in

&amwﬂﬂeﬂmehmshhbmﬂowedbywwms
Faloobrvmiestunyalowbmdﬁn—pmple Adapted to inzny soil::
freely.

Stﬁvypéridesofﬁﬂeﬂwusmnmmmswcemg,mmad
shrub. Better pest tolerance than other buckeyes.

Flowalspid(hbud,openngbﬁagmmmmym' early
spring. Semi-evergreen foliage. Adapts to most pHs. Prefersn SoiL:
Many similar hybrids are available in the nursery trade.

Yeliow, strapiike flowers often at the same time as leaves are
colored yellow. Best in ¢

Lightto medium _ 8-12 tal_ Wiiila, 4° clusters of flowers in midspring, followed by bright red fruits

and wide in fall, persisting into winter. Fall foliage color ranges from yellow to reddish-
purple. ‘Compactum’ and ‘Amold’ are dwarf versions, 3~6' tall.

Light, medium 3-6'tall, Mmmmmm&mw' wers

Light fo medium 4-8'tall AFragrantpinldsh-wMeﬂowefsinnudspﬁng Dark green summer foliage
and wide sometimes tuming purple in fall. ‘Cayuga’ is more disease tolerant.

Lightto medium  6-10'tall,  White, bottiebrush tufts of flowers in midspring. Fall leaf coloris a mix of
4-8'. wide yeflow, orange, and red. Heqlﬁmsaﬁdicsol

to full and wide

Lighttomedium 3-4'tall, Smaﬂwhiteﬂowetsinsnmmer Toleratesdrysites Some leaf spot and
3-5' wide mildew problems. )

Light to medium  4-8' tall, White flowers in summer, changing to pink, then brown. Coarse, oak-leaf
3-5'wide  shaped foliage. Best in:moist; well-drained soif;

- Lightto medium 8-12'tall Noted for dark red bark coloration. Prune out old stems to maintain best

and wide color. White flower clusters in late spring and sporadically through the

summer. Fall color is sometimes reddish-purple. Compact forms ‘Isanti’
and ‘Keisey? are susceptible to leaf spots.
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ﬁbbzboelduapshm(emﬁnmd).

-{Shrubby St. Johnswort, Lighttomedium 2-5'iall, Biuish-green follage color. Bright yeliow 1* flowers in summer, Seed
Hypericum piglificumn 2-4' wide capstlespetsistﬂlmughwm_\ﬂel-adamadmd:y,heavysols._-
Smooth hydrangea, - - Light, medium 3-5'tall Culﬁvar'NmbeRe’pmdtmspanHesofﬂm:suptofMdeinﬂﬁd—to'
L-Iydlangeaarborascans to full ‘and wide late summer. Cut back to ground each winter. Suckers and spreads from
. roots. Does best with moisture,

ﬁSweetpepberbush, Light, medium  3-8'tall and Fragrant while to pink flowers in summer. Good for heavy shade and wet.
Clethra alnifolia orfull - 3-6" wide sites. Spreads siowly through suckers, . o
Virginia sweetspire, Light, medium 3-5' tall Fragrantmofwmeﬂmmhsunmbeepm’dfauforagaeohn
ftea virginica orfull - and wide Does best in moist sites.

Winterbeny, Light to medium  6-12' tall Adedduwsholy.Separalan'laleandfmlalephms.Bdghtredberﬁeson
"llex verticiiata and wide femalesmhﬂﬂlmugheaﬂywhbr..Prefmsmolst,mdson :

Evergreens. Broad-leaved evergreens generally
need protection from winter winds and afternoon sun

to prevent browning of leaves. Often, sites on the
north or east sides of buildings are best (see Table 3).

Taxus x media

Table 8. Evergreens.
American holly, -Light to medium  15-30° tall, Native to southeast Missourl. Siow growing. Best treated as a large shrub,
llex opaca 10-20"wide mumnmbmnammm.smmmm
. phis.nedbeni_espmdtmdonfemalesifpomnamdbymale.medsa-
protected site in the north. ’
Canada hemiock, ‘Light o medium 4060 tali, Easlly kept sheared to a height of 3-5' as a hedge. Needs well-drained
Tsuga canadensis 25-30"' wide soﬂ.butdoem‘thlmdmtmordryhguﬁnds.Veryoddham-
Drooping leucothoe, Light, medium 3-6' tall Fragamwhueﬁowa:shspmg_.Spedeshasggemmbrmﬁyfolhge.Some
Fetterbush, - T orfulf- and wide seleeﬁonshavebeennudefwwlﬂtetopﬁﬂcvaﬂegaﬁonhtoﬂage
Leucothoe fontanesiana . mmmmmmhmmmm
; : Best in the southem half of Missouri. Leaf spot can be sefious.
Japanese holly, Light to medium  5-10' tall mmh&emmmmmmmm
llex crenata - andwide o reach 3' in height. Best adapted to the southem half of the state. Finer
. laa)dnremanAmericanhdny.Nms!my,bladcﬁuns_arepmdueadon
. female plants.
| Japaness pieris, Light to medium  5' talf and Panidesofm.pmkorredﬂmminspmlgﬁme.mmrbudsmfomed
Piefis japonica : " wide mmm,mmmmmmewm&ﬁagqlsdeep
: .green, sometimes emerging red as in the cuitivar Mountein Fire.’ Best in
) the southem half of the state. .
Leatherieaf viburmum, Light to medium  10-15' fall mwmbmmmbmm
mspiontﬁnrnbase.wmeﬂowerduslushnﬁdspmg,fouowedbyred
fruits tuming black in fall.
Liteleaf boxwood, Light 3-4'tall Var. koreana is extremely hardy, but yellows during winter. ‘Wintergreen’
Buxus microphytia and wide . makm&abeﬁergreenedorﬁwou@wmsmnmv-mdphmdobest
. with muiching to keep roots cool and meist. Common boxwood,
] B. sepeivirens, is best suited to southeast Missotui.
Oregon grapehotly, Lightto medium  3-5'tall Bright yellow clusters of flowers in spring followsd by biue-black berries
Mahonia aquifolium and wide MathangonmmwhmnFoﬁagemMesholy.Unfoldsmddislrbrm,
hmhgmdwngaenmmsm“gmnﬂmghm
Rhododendron, Light to medium  Variable Manyspegiesandhybﬁcbofazaleasandd\ododermlsamavaﬁaue.ml
Rhododendron sp. dobpsthﬂgmshadewiﬂmcidc,wenedminedsons.Somemﬂedduous.
and some are evergreen. ‘P.J.M.’ and ‘Nova Zembla' are two of the hardiest
evergreen types. See MU publication G 6825, Growing Azaleas and
. Rhododendrons, for more details.
Spreading euonymus, Lightto medium 4-8'tall - Glossy semi-evergreen foliage. ‘Manhattan’ and ‘Paulii’ are most common
Yew, Light, medium Variable Asahybﬂdoﬂwooherspedes.planmvaryﬁumupﬁgmmspreading
or full mnns.wdcs'isacommonupﬁgtnunﬁvanTammisaspreadngfom

’ oMyH‘taﬂwhidlshowsgoodresismmemmblmandgoodhem
um.mmmwmmmmypmmm.
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Ground covers and vines

Since few turf grasses are well adapted to shady
conditions, ground covers are often an excellent alter-

choose from among the following ground covers that
do best with some protection from full sun.-Some
_ may be used either as a ground cover or a shade-

or full

native to turf in the shade (see Table 4). Rather than tolerant vine.
struggling to keep grass alive in these problem areas,
Table 4. Ground covers and vines.
Plant name : Shade tolerance Sire Comments
Ajuga, Carpetweed, Light, medium 4" tall, Semi-evergreen follage ranges from solid green to variegated green, white
Bugleweed, or full flower and burgundy/red. Flower color is usually biue or purple, but some pink or
Ajuga reptans spikes whits forms are available. The closely related A. pyramidalis ‘Metallica
to 12° " Crispa’ has bronze foliage and biue flowers in spring.
Bethiehem sage, Lungwort, Light, medium 11 tall Rossties of straplile: leaves, most varieties with some silvery molting.
Puimonaria saccharata orfull mmurkammmmmmmmmm
spring.
Boston tvy, Light, medium 6-12"talito .mmmmmmsmiammmm
Parthenocissus tricuspidata or full 50'inlength requirements to Virginia creaper. Lustrous green leaves tum red in fall.
Common periwinide, Light fo medium _ 6*tall Vining, matiike evergreen ground cover. Glossy green leaves. Blue flowsrs
Engfish ivy, Light, medium = 6-12"tall  Trafing evergreen vine. Prune or mow annually to maintain density. Many
Hedera helix or full saelections avallable. Leafspot can be a problem. Grows well under trees.
Epimedium, Barrenwort, Light, medium ~  Mostare . Heart-shaped tifoliate leaves, often with some red or bronze coloration.
Epimedium sp. orfull 1-1% tall Mhmmmmummmm
- Relatively slow growing.
Hosta, Plantain By, - Light, medium varies from Many species and cullivars of hosta are available. Fohgecolotsrange
Hosta sp. - tofull 3o 3'tall from solid green, yellow-green or biue-green to variegated forms with-
S ’ - white or gold markings. Many produce stalis of white to lavender flowers.
Tolerate most growing conditions. -
Japaneso spurge,  Lighttomedium 8-10tall Glossy green, semi-evergreen foliage. White flowers in spring. The
Pachysandra tenminalis . Allegheny pachysandra, P, procumbens, is native, and better adapted to
. : - Missouri’s climate, but more difficult to find.
Lily-ot-the-Valley, Light, medium -~ 8"tall Fragrant staks of white beli-shaped flowers in late spring. Foliage may
Convalaria majaks or full mmhummmmmmmm
shady locations.
Lilytuf, Light, medium 1" tall Dark green, grasstike folage. Mﬂtotolavmderﬂowerspﬂcessmnarh
- | Liriope spicata or full . grape hyacinths develop in fate summer. L. muscari, Big biue lilyturf grows
to11&‘talandproducasdarkmﬁe%rs.ltbbestinﬂwesouﬂwmhalf
: ) ofthe state. -

Mock strawbeny, Light, medium 6" tall Semi-evergreen irailing follage. Rampant grower. Yeliow blossoms through
Duchesnea indica or full much of the summer, folowedbystmwbmy—ﬁkemﬂls.Tolamesdmugm
and heat.

Plumbago, Leadwort, - nghtbmedlmn 12" tall Deep blue flowers from midsummer through fall. Yellow, red, and bronze

Ceratostigma plumbaginoides ’ fall foSage contrasts nicely with flowers, Slow to start growth in spring.
Sweet woodruff, medium to full 6-6" tali Whorls of bright green leaves around creeping stems. Small white flowers
Galium odoratum in fate spring. Prefers moist soll.

Virginia creeper, Woodbine, Light, medium 1'talt to Tough vine for most any situation. Will climb to tres tops. colorsearly
Parthenocissus quinquefolia or full 50'long in the fall, developing a red or purplish coloration. Engelmamivylssimilar
] “but with smaller leaves.

Wiid ginger, Light, medium 6" tall Native to Missouri woodiands. Deciduous, heart-shaped, leathery green
Asarum canadense orfull jeaves. Flowers are purpfish brown in spring, but usually hidden by leaves.
: European ginger, A. europaeurn is evergreen with glossy foliage.
Euonymus fortunel orfull ‘Coloratus’ turns purple in winter, ‘Emerald Galely’ has variegated white

leaf margins, ‘Emerald and Gold' Is variegated green gnd yeflow. Scale
insects can be a severe problem. .
Yeliow archange!, Dead .  Light, medium 1-1% tall Fast-growing vinelike ground cover. The form with siiver variegation is

most desirable. Yellowﬂowesshhbspmg Shear in midsummer for more
eompactgrowlh
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Flowers .

Many spring flowering bulbs grow well in shady
sites, particularly under trees that leaf out late in the
spring. The bulbs bloom early, and complete their

growth for the year before the shade becomes too

dense. Daffodil {Narcissus sp.), crocus (Crocus sp.),
snowdrop (Galanthus sp.), scilla (Scilla sp.), glory-of-
the-snow (Chionodoxa sp.), winter aconite (Eranthis
sp.), striped squill (Puschkinia sp.), and camass
(Camassia sp.) will all perform well in shady, well-
- drained sites. Numerous spring wildflowers have a
similar adaptation. They bloom in early spring and

Table 5. Perennial flowers.

die down before the heat of summer arrives. Native
woodland and savannah plants with this growth
habit include Virginia bluebells (Mertensia virginiana),
spring beauty (Claytonia virginica), bloodroot
(Sanguinaria canadensis), blue-eyed Mary (Collinsia
verna), wild sweet William (Phlox divaricata), and

- toothwort (Dentaria laciniata). Table 5 lists additional
" cultivated perennial flowers for shade gardens. Table

6 describes some shade-tolerant annual flowers. For
additional information on armuals, consult MU publi-
cation G 6629, Flowering Annuals: Characteristics and
Culture.

Plant name _ - Shade tolerance Size Comments

Alumroot,Coral belis, Lightto medium  1-2'tall ‘American alumroot, H. americana, is grown primarily for its foliage. ‘Palace

Heuchera Pmpla‘isapurpﬂsh—btu‘nzele_avedseleeﬁomComlballs.l-Lmngumea,
produce alry panicles of rose, pink or white blooms through much of the
summer if old flower stalks are removed.

Astilbe, False Spirea, Light to medium ~ 6™4'tall - Numerous species, cuitivars and hybrids are available, with flower colors

Astilhe sp. ranging from white, to pink, red, and lavender during summer. Finely :
divided foliage Is ferniike. Require moisture through the summer, but need

, good drainage through the winter.

Balloon flowst, Plafycodon  Light to medium  1-3' tall Flower buds look fike inflated balloons. Open to bell-shaped biue, pink or

grandiflorus - white blooms. Slow to emerge in spring.

Bebfiower, Campanula, Light tomedium _3"to4'tall - Many species available. Biue, purple or white flowers through much of the

Campanulasp. - : - summer. Most prefer partial shade in the heat of the summer.

Bergenia, Pigsqueak, Light, medium 6°—1'tall Large, shiny evergreen leaves often develop purplish coloration in winter.

Bergenia cordifolia orfull - Clusters of pink flowers in the spring.

Bieedingheart, Light fo medium 1-3'iall Old-fashioned bieedingheart, D. spectabifis, produces arches of pin, heart-

Dicentra sp. .- _ shaped blooms in spring, then dies down. D. exinia, fringed bleedingheart,

oo and its hybrids are smaller, have finer-textured foliage and repeat blooms

all season long. . )

Bugloss, Light to medium 12’ tall Green, heart-shaped leaves. Glusters of small, true-biue flowers in spring.

Brunnera macrophyiia _ Tolerates dry shade, but prefers moisture.

Cardinal flower, Light to medium  3-4'tall Briliant spires of red flowers in.late summer. Cultivated forms may have

Laobefia cardinalis green or bronze follage. Needs moist soll.

Christmas fern, medium to full 2'tall Native, evergreen fem. Dark green follage provides a nice backdrop for

- Polystichum-acrostichoides other plants. Prefors moist, well-drained sofl. Leathery fronds are useful in

Cranesbill, Geranium, Light to medium - 1-2'tall Many species and cultivars are available. Flower color is usually pink to

Geranjum sp . blue, but some whites are available. Flowers are most abundant in early
clumps suitable as a ground cover.

Dayfily, Light to medium  1-3' tall Dayiities tolerate fairly deep. shade, but will bioom best in sun. Adaptabls

Hemerocallis sp. 1o most sofl types. ’

Hardy ageratum, Light to medium 12" tall Powder puff biue flowers in late summer to fall. Prefers at least partial sun.

Mist flower, " Spreads readily. . .

Eupatorium coelestinum

Lady's mantie, ~ Lightto medium  1-1% tall Silky, palmate lsaves collect dewdrops. Lime.green flowers in spring to

Ostrich fem, Light, medium 4 tali Fiddicheads In spring unfold to lacy medium green leaves. Needs moisture

Matiouccia pensylvanica  to full to prevent leaf scorch. _

Toad 8y, Lightto medium 2-3'tall Produces multiple white flowers mottled with purple in late summer io fall.

Tricyrtis hiria - Exotic appearance. Prefers moisture. ’

Tulehead, Light to medium  3-4'tall Pink turtishead, C. lyoni, has pink flowers in late summer to early fall on

Chelone sp.

) blooms. Both need moisture.

upright plants with glossy green follage. C. obiiqua has deeper rose colored
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